The Age of Enlightenment (1550 – 1789)

Some of the important leaders of the Enlightenment include Mary Wollstonecraft, John Locke, Baron de Montesquieu, Cesare Beccaria, Voltaire and Jean Jacques Rousseau.  Read each statement in the chart.  First determine which philosopher made the statement and then decide whether the statement is a true description of present day American attitudes. 

	Philosopher
	Statements
	True in the US today? 

	________________
	1. All men are free and equal at birth. 

2. Everyone has the right to life, liberty and the ownership of property. 

3. Ruyler receive the right to govern from the people and unfair rulers can be forced from power. 

4. Governments exist to protect rights. 
	1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

	_________________
	1. An absolute ruler is an undesirable leader because one-man rule limits such basic freedoms as speech, press and religion. 

2. There should be a separation of powers in government between legislative, executive and judicial branches. 

3. When one country increases its military power, so do other countries – therefore, all nations should limit their military strength in order to reduce the chances of war. 
	1. 

2. 

3. 

	__________________
	1. A man should not be persecuted because of his religious beliefs. 

2. There should be religious freedom and freedom of speech for all. 
	1. 

2. 

	__________________
	1. The death penalty and torture should be abolished. 

2. All who have been accused of crimes should be provided with a speedy and fair trial. 

3. The degree of punishment should be based on the seriousness of the crime
	1. 

2. 

3. 



	_________________
	1. Women are capable of being educated. 

2. Women should have the right to vote. 

3. Because women are uneducated they are forced to become simple objects of beauty, ornaments. 
	1. 

2. 

3. 

	_________________
	1. It is unfair that some people are rich while others are poor.  
2. The rich should have no special privileges; there should be no titles of nobility. 
3. Democracy, in which all participate is the best form of government. 
4. An intelligent man should not accept all religious beliefs.
	1.

2.

3.

4.


The Enlightenment and American Documents

The following statements are from either the Declaration of Independence or the Constitution.  Write the name of the Enlightenment philosopher who first stated the idea. 

1. _____________________ “to secure these rights, government are established among men, deriving just powers from the consent of the governed, that whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it” 

2. _____________________“All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States… The executive power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America… The judicial power of the United States shall be vested in one Supreme Court…” 

3. _____________________ “the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, … nor cruel punishments inflicted….” 

4. _____________________ “the right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of sex.” 

5. _____________________ “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech…” 

6. _____________________ “no title of nobility shall be granted by the United States” 

