INVICTUS MOVIE QUESTIONS:
Answer on a separate sheet of paper.  MANY OF THESE ANSWERS WILL NEED MORE THAN ONE SENTENCE IN ORDER TO BE COMPLETE.  DON'T BE SLOPPY AND TAKE TIME AND CARE TO ANSWER THESE CORRECTLY!
1. What did Nelson Mandela risk by promoting reconciliation between black and white South Africans after he was elected president?

2. How would you describe the relationships among Mandela’s security guards as the story progresses?

3. Why did Mandela take risks to bring all the citizens of South Africa together?

4. Matt Damon’s character, Francois Pienaar, took many of his own risks after first meeting Mandela. What were they and what was his motivation?

5. What scenes stand out as pivotal to the development of Pienaar as he struggles with the many challenges he faces? What is revealed about Pienaar through these scenes?

6. How do different factions in South Africa begin to come together as the movie proceeds?

7. Give one specific example of how "solidarity" portrayed in this movie? 

8. Do you believe that art, such as poetry and film, and sport, such as rugby and soccer, can have a role in the ongoing work of justice and peace?  How?
9. Mandela says: If we remove the rugby team, “we prove that we are who they feared we would be.”  What does he mean, what is he describing?
10. What was the point of the team’s trip to Robben Island to see the prison where Mandela was held?
11. What did François Pienaar, the captain of the Springboks rugby team, learn from Nelson Mandela? 
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What experiences enabled Pienaar to hear Mandela's message?

13. What was the significance of Mandela wearing the green and gold jersey and matching cap of the Springbok rugby at the end of the film? Why was it so important to his strategy?

14. See the poem “Invictus” on the back of this page.  How does this poem relate to the movie, and why was it used as the title for the movie?

